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Portraits and Motion

by Bill Lexton

When discussing the vastly successful careers of both
Fred and Jeanne Herrick, it becomes necessary to begin with
a lintle B.S. (Before Saddleback). When accomplished
careers continue to flourish throughout a period of three
decades, and are still cruising along, full steam ahead, their
development must be explored.

The Date Was 1954

Fred Herrick was working as a young trainer for Mr.
and Mrs. Willard Denton in Mount Kisco, New York.
Fred’s dedication to his profession spurred his eventual
graduation from the Thompson School of Agriculture at the
University of New Hampshire. Then, one early summer day,
a young aspiring artist with a better than average
understanding of equine conformation and riding ability
(mostly hunters) arrived at the Dentons' farm,
commissioned to paint the portraits of a number of their
recently acquired Morgans. Jeanne Mellin (as she still signs
her work) spent the entire summer in Mount Kisco, and by
the time the portraits were completed (she admits she'd like
'to get them back to do over again), the now nationally
recognizable team of Herrick and Mellin were, shall we say,
“‘getting their act together.” In 1955 Jeanne Mellin became
Jeanne Mellin-Herrick, and, to quote a cliché, “the rest is
history.”

That summer, Fred trained for F.O. (or to those who
knew him, Ted) Davis, owner of Windcrest Farm in
Windsor, Vermont. Davis, at the time, not only was the
owner of the famous Upwey Ben Don, but was also the
president of the Morgan Horse Association. It was through
Ted Davis that Fred was eventually introduced to Mr.
Gordon Voorhis, the owner of Voorhis Farm in Red Hook,
New York; and in the fall of 1955 the newlyweds moved back
to the state where they had met by chance just one year
before. Fred and Jeanne stayed at Voorhis Farm for 15 years
before they moved onto Saddleback Farm in the small town
of Hamilton, New York. What happened at Voorhis Farm
during those 15 years has led directly to much of what
Saddleback Farm is today, according to Fred Herrick.

“At the time I trained for Ted Davis, he had Sealect of
Windcrest, who was a son of Pecos. He (Sealect) was a horse
that was a little bit difficult to get along with, but I seemed to
click with him. I guess I was just as ornery as he was. If he left
me alone, [ left him alone; and we struck up an'agreement
and got along very well. I showed him that summer (1955)
and did quite well with him. Then in the fall, after I started

continued on next page

Opposite page: Jeanne and Fred Herrick show Applevale
Challenge and Trophy's Emerald to a pairs win at the
New England Morgan Horse Show in 1975. This pair was
undefeated in both harness and saddle pairs throughout
their careers.

She doesn’t want
the Morgan to
resemble the Sad-
dlebred or the
Arabian, nor does
she want them to
look like little
chunky draft horses.
Jeanne believes that
there is an in-
between. “There is a
place in the middle

~ for refinement,
quality, and type
that is the picture of
what the Morgan
should be.”
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